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Ángel Martínez Hernáez, Universitat “Rovira i Virgili”, Tarragona, Spagna / Raymond Massé, 
Université Laval, Canada / Eduardo L. Menéndez, Centro de investigaciones y estudios superiores 
en antropología social, Ciudad de México, Messico / Edgar Morin, École des hautes études en 
sciences sociales, Paris, Francia  / David Napier, London University College, London, Regno 
Unito / Tobie Nathan, Université de Paris VIII, Vincennes-Saint-Denis, Francia / Rosario Otegui 
Pascual, Universidad Complutense de Madrid, Spagna / Mariella Pandolfi, Université de Montréal,  
Canada / Ekkehard Schrõder, Arbeitsgemeinschaft Ethnomedizin, Potsdam, Germania / Ciro 
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Pasqua, Università di Perugia / Raffaele Marciano, Aguaplano Libri, Perugia / Attilio Scullari, 
Digital manager, Perugia





n. 58, dicembre 2024
n. 58, December 2024

AM
Rivista della Società italiana di antropologia medica
fondata da Tullio Seppilli
Journal of the Italian Society for Medical Anthropology
Founded by Tullio Seppilli

Indice 
Contents

Editoriale 9 Giovanni Pizza
Editoriale di AM 58 
AM 58 Editorial

Ricerche 11

51

83

115

147

181

Ylenia Baldanza 
Esperimenti alchemici e sapere endocrinologico. 
Netnografia della terapia ormonale sostitutiva 
fai-da-te transfem 
Alchemical Experiments and Endocrinological 
Knowledge. Netnography of Do-It-Yourself Hormone 
Replacement Therapy Transfem

Amalia Campagna
La gestione della sessualità dei pazienti in una Rems. 
Narrazioni controegemoniche e pratiche di resistenza 
all’interno di un contesto psichiatrico forense
Managing Patients’ Sexuality inside a Rems. Counter-
Hegemonic Narratives and Resistance Practices 
in a Forensic Psychiatric Hospital

Federico Divino 
Mindful Death: 
prospettive buddhiste sulla crisi della presenza 
Mindful Death: 
Buddhist Perspectives on the Crisis of Presence

Elena Fusar Poli
Pluralismo medico e neoindigenismo in pandemia 
(Oaxaca) 
Medical Pluralism and Neo-Indigenism in Pandemic 
(Oaxaca)

Rosanna Gullà
La Sclerosi multipla nel suo farsi. Pratiche di cura 
nella negoziazione del “corpo vissuto” 
Multiple Sclerosis (Ms) in Its Making. Care Practices in 
the Negotiation of the “Lived Body”

Ilaria Eloisa Lesmo
Ecologies of Practices within the Italian Vaccine 
Pharmacovigilance. Antinomies in Vaccine Knowledge
Ecologie delle pratiche nella vaccinovigilanza italiana. 
Antinomie nel sapere vaccinale



Riflessioni e racconti

Recensioni

213

243

Federica Manfredi
L’algo-poiesi. Darsi forma attraverso il dolore tra 
sguardi patologizzanti 
The Algo-Poiesis. Self-Molding Through Pain and 
Pathologizing Gaze

Sara Cassandra
Impianto degli stent coronarici: come l’oggetto diviene 
parte della struttura cognitiva del soggetto 
Implantation of Coronary Stents: How the Object 
Becomes Part of the Subject’s Cognitive Structure

Elena Barbulescu, Physicians Travelling to Eastern 
Europe / Medici in viaggio nell’Europa dell’Est [Lidia 
Trăuşan-Matu, Iuliu Barasch. Medicină de pionierat în 
Țara Românească], p. 247 • Francesco Diodati, I robot 
non salveranno il Giappone dall’invecchiamento 
demografico e da se stesso (neanche la dicotomia fra 
cura e tecnologia) / Robots Will Not Save Japan from 
Demographic Aging and from Itself (Not Even the 
Dichotomy between Care and Technology) [James 
Wright, Robot Won’t Save Japan: An Ethnography 
of Eldercare Automation], p. 251 • Lorenzo Urbano, 
Gli orizzonti della riabilitazione. Alcol e nozione di 
persona in Uganda / The Horizons of Rehabilitation. 
Alcohol and the Notion of Person in Uganda [China 
Scherz, George Mpanga, Sarah Namirembe, Higher 
Powers. Alcohol and After in Uganda’s Capital City], 
p. 258.



Editoriale di AM 58

Giovanni Pizza
Università degli Studi di Perugia
[giovanni.pizza@unipg.it]

Questo numero 58 è miscellaneo.

Pubblichiamo sette ricerche: Ylenia Baldanza sulle comunità trans online, 
Amalia Campagna sulla psichiatria forense, Federico Divino che prova ad 
applicare la nozione demartiniana di “presenza” al buddismo, Elena Fusar 
Poli sul Covid-19 a Oaxaca in Messico, Rosanna Gullà che studia la sclerosi 
multipla, Ilaria E. Lesmo sulla sicurezza dei vaccini pediatrici in Italia, Fe-
derica Manfredi che osserva il dolore e i suoi significati simbolici nel caso 
delle sospensioni del corpo attraverso ganci metallici inseriti nella pelle.

Seguono le recensioni di testi.

Nel complesso abbiamo una nuova testimonianza della vitalità dell’antro-
pologia medica, che effettivamente è tra le specializzazioni dell’antropo-
logia italiana maggiormente sperimentali.

Buona lettura!

AM
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Physicians Travelling to Eastern Europe

Elena Barbulescu
Universitatea Babeş Bolyai

Lidia Trăuşan-Matu, Iuliu Barasch. Medicină de pionierat în Țara Românească 
[Iuliu Barasch. Pioneering Medicine in Wallachia], Corinth, Bucharest 2023, 
364 pp.

Like the editor of this volume, my intention to read it and then review it also 
stems from the interest stirred by the subject that constitutes the third part 
of the volume: Contribution to the Knowledge of the Medico-Endemic Situation in 
Wallachia. On this occasion, however, I was offered an interesting, pleasant 
and informative reading not only about medical aspects (exposed to the 
smallest details) but also about «historical, anthropological, cultural studies 
or, why not, of human geography» (p. 5) as Alin Ciupală summarizes very 
well in the introduction of the volume.

The book contains three parts, each focused on a topic related to the life 
and work of Dr. Iuliu Barasch. The first part gives us a detailed biography of 
Dr. Iuliu Barasch. Divided into six chapters, in each of them, the publisher 
presents one side of the doctor’s personality: a short biography, where he 
was born, where he studied, what he studied, who he married, then his 
activity as a doctor in three localities: Călăraşi, Craiova, Bucharest, each cor-
responding to a particular medical reality. Thus, in Călăraşi Iuliu Barasch 
is a «quarantine doctor». We thus find out what quarantine entails in gen-
eral, the difficulties and especially the personal success that our doctor has 
in keeping the epidemic beyond the Danube. He is a «county doctor» in 
Craiova. Here the editor describes in detail the medical situation of the 
county that Iuliu Barasch takes care of, also explaining the two theories of 
the spread of diseases: the miasmatic and the contagious theory, our doc-
tor being more inclined towards the miasmatic one. His activity and the 
measures he took against cholera, typhus, and smallpox epidemics, which 
periodically «swept» the county’s villages, are also described here. Further 
on, in this part we learn about Iuliu Barasch’s support for vaccinations, but 
also about the connections he made between the living and working condi-

Recensioni
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tions of the workers and their illnesses, or that he is the one who established 
the first children’s hospital in Wallachia:

Regarding the children, I have already said, Barasch was very sensitive to 
their sufferings, and in order to ease their pain, he established in Bucha-
rest, in 1858, in his “big house” on Dudesti Street, the “Crucea de piatra 
slum, no. 42” the first children’s hospital in Wallachia. […] He planned it 
as a charitable institution for “sick children, born to poor parents”, with a 
capacity of “up to forty children” with “rooms” for mothers and nannies, 
separated from those of the children, and with a consultation room, where 
the “hearty doctors of the capital” can “give prescriptions and even free 
remedies for the sick children of the poor, who will be brought to the hospi-
tal during certain consultation hours” (p. 72).

In Bucharest, we find Barasch as a professor of natural sciences at the Na-
tional School “St. Sava”, position occupied as a direct result of the pub-
lication in 1850 of the work Minunile Naturei. Conversations on the Special 
Interesting Objects from the Natural Sciences, Physics, Chemistry and Astronomy, 
(Iosef and Iancu Mofci Typography, Craiova), about which the editor Lidia 
Trăşan-Matu tells us:

read today, Nature’s Wonders reflects the encyclopedic interests of to the au-
thor and illustrates how a scientist (doctor, in this case) can contribute to a 
discipline by taking ideas and knowledge from fields adjacent to his profes-
sion (physics, chemistry, botany, astronomy, mathematics) and by adapting 
them to his own field of expertise (p. 65).

It is the period when, in addition to teaching, an activity that brings him 
well-deserved prestige, Barasch devotes himself even more to writing: 

Besides the Wonders of Nature, Iuliu Barasch is the author of a number of 
three school textbooks (two own contributions and one translation) and 
a philosophical encyclopedias, a course on “popular hygiene”, a travel di-
ary, a study on the types of philanthropic establishments in Europe; he 
also signed two popularization brochures, a series of thirteen letters about 
the “medical-endemic situation in Valachia” published in several issues of 
the Wiener Medizinische Wochenschrift, but also numerous articles on subjects 
ranging from biographies, politics and domestic economy to hygiene, law, 
social history and the history of science, published in the Romanian and 
foreign press (p. 69).

During this period, he was also appointed a doctor at the “blue neighbor-
hood” where he was supposed to 

provide primary health care services daily (for “two hours throughout the 
day”) at the district office, that is, to vaccinate “all the children and other 
people who will be in such need”, to “examine one by one all the sick who 
will appear there” and write them prescriptions with the “necessary doc-
tors” (Ibidem).
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His activity as a journalist is also related to the Bucharest period, pub-
lishing regularly in the Official Gazette, Revista Carpatilor, Românul, Wiener 
Medizinische Wochenschrift, and in 1856 he founded the magazine Isis, re-
named Natura starting with 1861 and which ceased publication in 1865. 
The profile of the magazine has been natural sciences. The other editorial 
project was Israelitul Român, in which his articles campaign for the civil and 
political rights of the Jews in Wallachia.

The second part of the book deals with the itinerary of our doctor in Kra-
kow, Galicia, Bucovina, Moldova and Muntenia between 1841 and 1842 and 
is represented by the texts translated and prefaced by Elias Schwarzfeld, in 
the care and with the notes of the editor Lidia Trăşan-Matu. The most con-
sistent part is the one about Galicia and then the one about Muntenia, as 
if thus emphasizing two locations dear to his soul: the one where he was 
raised and educated and the one where he lived his life and practiced med-
icine. Thus Iuliu Barasch tells us why he chose to write: «What prompted 
me to put these impressions on paper is that I really have something to say 
[…] And who wants to be silent these days when they have something to 
say?» (p. 94).

Barasch not only has “something to say” but he tells us in as much detail as 
possible: about the poor Jewish quarter in Krakow (Kazimir), about the busi-
ness that is in the hands of the Jews, about the “culturalization” of the Jews 
and the importance of the school, about how weddings are made and about 
misalliances, about the too young age at which Jews marry their children, 
about his admiration for the city of Brody, which he considers «a rather 
succesul model of a well-organized Jewish commercial state» (p. 151), and 
much more. Noteworthy is the fine irony with which he describes the things 
he does not like, such as the description of the synagogue in Chernivtsi, but 
also the pages with dense description and comparisons between the Span-
ish Jews of Wallachia and the Polish Jews. Charming pages about the role 
and image of the woman among the Spanish Jews – a housewife and among 
the Poles – active and running the trade alongside her husband. Also here 
we have pages that praise the government of Muntenia for its favorable at-
titude (laws) towards the Jews.

The third part is divided into thirteen chapters, corresponding to the ar-
ticles sent to the aforementioned Viennese publication. The first gives us 
an overview of Wallachia between 1842 and 1855. Chapters 2-8 deal with 
diseases and epidemics of cholera, malaria, tuberculosis, scrofulosis and 
syphilis. His writing has a surgical precision: he describes with luxurious 
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detail the evolution of each disease, the difference between vaccination and 
innoculation. In the way he describes the diseases and treatment methods, 
one can see the attention given to a reader with medical studies. In any 
case, as a lecturer, you feel carried through the whole illness-healing proc-
ess, especially when Barasch tells about his own malaria illness. We learn 
from him what is the relationship between food and cholera, the role of 
psychology in the disease/epidemic, the connection between malaria and 
tuberculosis, between clothing and disease, between civilization and mental 
illness, about phytotherapeutic and empirical-peasant remedies, which he 
reports with understanding and empathy even if from his point of view they 
have not proven their effectiveness. He also tells us about the water of life, in 
fact about the therapeutic value that the peasants give to brandy, but also 
about the diet of the Romanian peasant, subjects that can be of real interest 
for the ethnologist interested in empirical cures, as well as the short passage 
in which he explains fatalism of the Romanian peasant, and which prevents 
the latter from having a better coordination in order to prevent epizootics.

The last chapter is largely a laudatio for Wallachia. Iuliu Barasch actually 
admires the speed with which the Romanians here have imitated the West/
Occident (foreignness). It begins with considerations about clothing – the 
replacement of Turkish, Greek, Albanian, Serbian, Bulgarian and Jewish 
(Spanish) national costumes, like at a masked ball with an extraordinary 
variety, with European clothing –

the redingota, the joben, the hard hat and the other necessities from French 
fashion magazines. Then the change of the place itself: “Not only man, but 
also the land that supports and nourishes him has undergone radical trans-
formations. Thirty years ago, there was almost no agriculture in Wallachia. 
The land was insecure under the attack of the barbarians and the plague 
[…] Now everything has changed […] The country orients itself for a pro-
gressive flowering that has already begun. […] The inhabitants fit for Euro-
pean customs, but what is more important is the cultural road, which natu-
rally unites Western Europe with Eastern Europe. I think of the Danube, of 
this great river, in which the life of Germany pulsates” (pp. 340-342).

And with this apotheotical ending, what was seen throughout his writings, 
a deep admiration for Germany, is very clear. It is a book that invites you to 
read it, beautifully written and very carefully edited by Mrs. Lidia Trăuşan-
Matu, who, like the central character, Dr. Iuliu Barasch, pays attention to 
the details, as we could see, for example, when she explains the miasmatic 
and contagious theories, or when she makes a short biography of the per-
sons/personalities mentioned by the Author.
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